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occurrence. The predominance of the priestly families who
supplied royal priests for successive generations, such as that of
Sivakaivalya already referred to above, is both an index and a
cause of the spiritual outlook of the king and the people. 'The
tutelary deity of the kingdom with the cult of Devaraja, placed in
charge of a long line of High Priests who were the gurus or preceptors
of the kings, must have helped to a great extent in moulding the
whole view of life in the kingdom.
But while all these causes undoubtedly operated in developing
the religious and spiritual life of the people, its main source must
have   been  a   close,   constant  and  intimate   contact   with   India.
Fortunately this is not merely a hypothesis but may be proved by
definite examples recorded in inscriptions of Kambuja.   Rajalakshml,
the daughter of Rajendravarman, and the younger sister of Jaya-
vannan V, was married to a Brahmin Divakara Bhatta who was
born on the bank of the river KalindT sacred with the association
of Krishna's boyhood.   One of the ancestors of Yasovarman's mother
is  said  to  be  a  Brahmana  of Aryyadesa  versed  in  Vedas and
Vedangas.   Another Brahmana named Sravajnamuni, versed in the
four  Vedas  and  all  the agamas,   devoted  to  Siva,  and  born  in
Aryadesa, came to Kambujadesa, and his descendants occupied high
religious offices.   There is also evidence that the learned Brahmanas
of Kambuja visited India.   The most important instance is that of
Sivasoraa, the guru of Indravarman.   We learn from an inscription
that Sivasoma was the grandson of king Sri Jayendradhipativarman,
maternal  uncle  of Jayavarman  II,  and  learnt  the  Sastr&s  from
Bhagavat-Sankiira whose lotus feet were touched by the heads of
all the sages.   It has been rightly conjectured by the editor of the
inscription that the reference here is undoubtedly to the famous
Sankamcharya, and presumably Sivasoma must have come to India
to sit at the feet of the venerable Sankara.   It may be noted in
passing that as Indravarman lived towards the close of the ninth
century A.D., Sivasoma must have flourished about the middle of
the ninth century AJX which agrees with the date generally assumed
for Sankaracharya.
The visit of Kambuja scholars to India may also be presumed .
on indirect evidence. M. Coedes, while editing the Vat Thipedi
Inscription, has pointed out that it exhibits all the characteristics of
the Gauda style, described by Sanskrit rhetoricians., in such a striking
that its author must have either been born in Gauda or
in that region.
Though we can cite only a few actual instances of the learned
of India, versed in sacred scriptures, settling in Kambuja-
aad the learned priests of the latter country visiting India*